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It’s the Most Wonderful Time
of the Year (for some)
I think it is so genius
the way that God inserted
holidays into Israel’s national
c a l e n d a r, c o m p l e t e w i t h
“holiday traditions” to
preserve important events for
future generations. Not only
are we to use them to teach
our children, but they are a
wonderful opportunity to share
the gospel story with those
needing Christ around us.
Traditions vary greatly
from culture to culture, of
course, and while, most of the
time, we try to avoid sticking
out like a sore thumb, we
sometimes use our “Americanness” as a way to reach out and are better tolerated
for it.
We baked and delivered some Christmas
cookies to our building administrator (very
unPortuguese), and thanked him for doing such a
good job, wishing him and his family a Merry
Christmas. They were so touched by such a simple
gesture, the next day they knocked on our door to
tell us so (also unPortuguese), and invited us to their
twin girls’ birthday party. Please pray for Jorge and
his family as Beau has developed a friendship with
him, and they have opened up their home to us.
Of course, most cultures that celebrate
Christmas, spend Christmas with their loved ones.
Being expats, we have a unique bond with those who
have immigrated and have no family nearby. But
what a wonderful thing the family of God is, and the
bond we share in Christ, even if we’re practically
strangers. A Brazilian mom whose husband has not
yet come to Portugal, and a young man in his 20’s had
nowhere to go for Christmas, so we planned a meal at
the church. It was basically just for them, as we
didn’t intend to lure others away from their families.
It was meant to be low-key… just a meal and a game
of uno. Well… one thing led to another, and more
and more people were coming, until we ended up
with a group of 20 and a legit Christmas party.

Even the loneliness of the holidays is something God
can use to draw people together and to Himself.

Looking Ahead
We love the start of a new year. Looking
back to God’s faithfulness over the past year. Closing
that chapter and starting a new one. Fresh vision.
Renewed energy. Renewed commitment. We had a
great turn-out on Sunday, with two visiting couples
returning, and expressing a desire to be a part of our
church. Pray for us as we strive to cover some basic
doctrines for new believers in Christ as they prepare
for baptism. Our theme for this year is “Each one in
his place” - which obviously includes the local
church, and areas of service within it.
We are
praying for God to raise up people who are willing to
take over ministries we are currently doing as we
prepare to go on furlough, and even just today, we
received a text message expressing the desire to
“step up.” God is faithful!

Countdown to Furlough 2020

We will be stateside in just 5 short months. There are
many plans and logistics still to fall into place, but
one vitally important detail is transportation. We are
praying that God would impress on someone’s heart
to give, lend, rent, or sell us a vehicle with a 9,000
lb. towing capacity to pull our camper, allowing us to
travel as a family. We have priced Ford Expeditions,
for example, costing about $10,000. We have already
received $2,400 toward this need and are so
thankful! Thank you for your prayers and financial
support.
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