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God’s plans, His direction 
During furlough, we shared the opportunity to purchase 
the storefront where we currently meet as well as the one 
next door in order to double our meeting space.  Our 
supporters generously gave, and we came back hopping 
and skipping, ready to take this step.  Upon our return, 
we were disappointed to learn that a pet shop is renting 
the space next door with a long-term contract, and 
inflation in the housing market caused the owner to raise 
the price to an unreasonable amount.  With this door 
closed firmly in our faces, we had to scope out other 
options.  We feel strongly about buying, rather than 
renting, as our goal is to secure a building for the church 
so they will be able to afford to pay a pastor’s salary in 
the future.  We found what we feel is the perfect 
solution, which will triple our meeting space, and allow 
us to buy rather than rent.  The owner has quoted us a 
reasonable price (less than half of the per square meter 
price our current landlord is asking).  The details are 
now in the hands of his lawyer as we wait to see what 
kind of lease-to-own type of contract he is able to draw 
up.  Please pray for the lawyer to propose exactly what 
God wants, and for this process to move in a forward 
direction.  Related to this, please pray that we will soon 
receive our tax-exempt status, so that we can make this 
purchase if the opportunity becomes available.  Our very 
first act when we arrived back in the country was to 
gather and submit everything necessary, and it has now 
been five months.  Also, this building will require 
$50,000 more than the fund-raising goal we set and met 
while on furlough.  We don’t know how God will 
provide, but we feel confident this is the right path.   
everyone’s a year older 
Avery - 12   Owen - 8    Landon - 5 

welcoming a new season 
Summers are slow months in Portugal.  Vacations, pre-
vacations, post-vacations, and a general procrastinative 
mindset keeps much from happening.  As an example, 
we have a leak into our Sunday School classroom.  The 
building engineer came to inspect and agreed, it needed 
work.  He will send someone in September or October.  
Water leaks are not an imminent situation, right? :)  
While paperwork and contracts lag, progress is still 
being made in terms of church growth.  We’ve had 
visitors, returning visitors, and new members added.  As 
Portugal is nearing 70% of the population vaccinated, 
we have moved through phases of restriction to some 
more freedom.  Masks are still to be worn at all times, 
indoors and out.  In order to travel within Europe, stay in 
lodging, or visit a tourist site, one must have proof of 
vaccination or a negative PCR.  The same is required for 
eating inside a restaurant on the weekends.  Thankfully, 
no further restrictions have been placed on religious 
gatherings, and in September we will be able to reinstate 
our mid-week Bible study, and this Saturday will begin  
“church family game night”.  Social distancing 
requirements have people overflowing from the 
auditorium to outside every week (thankfully it is shady 
at that time of day), and forces us to have kids in 
classrooms for the entirety of the morning worship 
instead of being able to worship as families.  We also 
had to create another Sunday School class, which has 
been meeting outside on the veranda; that won’t be an 
option very soon when the weather gets much cooler.  
But we are doing what we can do, and trusting God to do 
what what we can’t.  We are anxious to start school and 
get into a more “normal” rhythm of ministry again.
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