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an Albanian wedding 
One “side effect” of having a very international church 
(currently 9 nationalities represented) is interesting 
customs and life events we are invited to be a part of.  
We have asked you to pray before for a young man, 
Oliver, that has been part of our church since nearly the 
beginning and has matured spiritually over the past 
several years.  He has been discipling weekly one-on-
one and became committed to “doing things God’s way.”   
Because there are so few Christians in Portugal, finding 
a Christian to marry is a real difficulty for many of our 
young adults.  Oliver found a sweet, Christian girl from 
Albania and after over a year of long-distance dating, 
they were married last month.  Several from our church 
made it a priority to attend, as Oliver’s only living 
family is an aunt and uncle.  A couple in church has 
adopted him as their “son” and they share Sunday meals, 
housed him in their home after he had knee surgery, and 
helped him to buy a car as he completes driving school.  
It is so sweet to see the church being a body and a family 
as Christ intended it to be, and to see people finding 
their home and place of belonging among us.  The 
bride’s unsaved family was in awe that so many came to 
support them and receive her as the newest member of 
our church, and it was a wonderful testimony to them.  
The gospel is “exploding” in Albania, as they celebrate 
just 30 years of freedom from one of history’s most 
paranoid and oppressive dictators.  Brikena has found 
that Portugal is “dark” and the gospel is scarce.  She has 
expressed that God has “put Portugal in her heart” and 
that she is looking forward to the part she will play in 
the spread of the gospel in Portugal.   

back to school 
We are grateful for “in person” school this 
year.  Our school closed in February 2020 
and we finished out the year “distance 
learning.”  Last fall, we began home 
schooling, as we were stateside, traveling to 
churches.  With a year and three months of 
home schooling under our belts, we are 
excited for everyone to go back to school 
this year.  Beau is close to finishing his 
masters, but is also teaching 9-12th grade 
Bible 3 days/week and Valerie is teaching 
7-8th grade Bible and high school choir.  
This participation allows us a discount that 
helps us afford our children’s education, but 
also is one more pond in which we can fish 
for souls.  We are excited for how the Lord 
is already working in students this year. 
 

trying some different things 
It has certainly been a challenge to try to grow the 
church while trying not to grow the church - thanks, 
Covid.  In addition to over a year of strict restrictions,  
many Portuguese are truly afraid of gathering in groups, 
and choose to watch from home.  As of this month, we 
are officially allowed to have small groups in our homes,  
so in addition to two Sunday services, we have begun 
two mid-week Bible study groups, and a “family game 
night” on Fridays.  Jessica, a student at the university in 
Lisbon, invited a friend named Israel to the game night.  
He promised to visit our church 
one Sunday, which he did this 
past Sunday.  He stayed for two 
hours afterward speaking to 
Beau about h is need for 
salvation.  He was not yet ready 
to make a dec i s ion , bu t 
promised to read the Word and 
return next Sunday.  Please pray 
for Israel’s salvation.
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