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still here 
Sometimes the fact that you are “still here” as a 
missionary is reason enough to celebrate.  As I changed 
the heading of this prayer letter, “volume 15” means we 
have been writing this prayer letter now for 15 years.  
Praise God for His faithfulness through so many 
circumstances over the years, both wonderful and 
terrible.  

ends and beginnings 
We always love the new start of the year as we happily 
close some chapters and begin new ones with fresh 
ambition and energy.  After 18 months of unusual and 
challenging circumstances stateside - hotel lobbies, 
church Sunday school classrooms, cafés, even listening 
to audio books while driving down the road - followed 
by even more challenging circumstances on the field 
while pastoring and teaching, missing out on many 
things in order to stay home and study, and often rising 
early in the morning or staying up late at night, Beau 
completed his masters in pastoral counselling and church 
and family discipleship on December 17th.  Definitely a 
cause for celebration!  What a great opportunity to 
become better equipped for the work God has called us 
to.  

the saga continues 
We are very disappointed to share with you that the 
owner of the “perfect building” made the financial 
decision to rent to a business instead of selling to us.  
This means we will continue our space problems into 
2022, but God knows.  Please pray for a solution for us.  
Because we had so many in attendance for our 
Christmas lunch, we had to rent a space in a 
neighbouring town for the day.   
 
Please continue to pray for our tax exempt status as a 
church.  We are always bogged down by the bureaucratic 
paperwork processes we are victim to Portugal.  We are 
now going on 11 months.  Beau actually has a meeting 
(we hope a final meeting) with the lawyer today.   
souls 
The young man we asked for prayer for, Israel, did place 
his faith in Christ.  After several Sundays of staying late 
after the service, he texted Beau a question at 2 a.m. 
Thanksgiving Day.  They exchanged several texts and 
Israel admitted he was ready to submit to his need for a 
Savior.  What a blessing to be thankful for!!  His 
baptism, along with another lady who has been 
discipling weekly with Valerie, will be a great start to the 
new year.  Please pray for him as he is not sure his 
parents will attend his baptism.  This is often where 
many baby Christians begin to feel the weight of their 
decision, often becoming criticised or even ostracised by 
their families.   
 
Please be in prayer for a 10th grade student named 
Brian.  He was “the Grinch” who learned that Jesus’ 
birth is the real meaning of Christmas in the Christmas 
musical Valerie directed last month.  He is a student 
from Mexico here for only one year.  He is so proud of 
his new English/Spanish bilingual Bible and is learning 
and asking intelligent questions, but has yet to place his 
faith in Christ.  We are praying that his year of study 
abroad will mark a distinct change in direction in his 
life.
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