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assess, adapt, overcome 
This is a phrase I heard a supporting pastor’s wife say 
quietly to her teenage daughter in the midst of a teenage 
panic session that had been brought on by whatever 
unexpected and unwelcome news she had relayed in her 
mother’s ear. I immediately recognized the value of this 
advice and its applicability to so many life situations 
well beyond the teen years.  Unbeknownst to this godly 
pastor’s wife and mother, I have rehearsed these words 
many times to myself and to others.  Assess, adapt, and 
overcome is exactly what we have had to do for the past 
2 ½ years during Covid, including its effect on our 
summer camps.  In Portugal, the battle for young 
people’s hearts and minds is intense.  Our summer 
camps play a very important role in distancing kids from 
the continual narrative of the world just long enough for 
them to be able to hear the voice of the Lord in their 
lives.  Many churches’ youth and youth ministries have 
suffered greatly from the Covid lockdowns and the lack 
of gatherings for an age bracket that craves so much 
social engagement.  Though we expected it to re-open 
this summer, the venue we have used in the past remains 
closed, so we looked for other options.  
Because the best available option could 
only house about 30 kids at a time, we 
had to further divide the kids by age, and 
do multiple weeks of camp.  Every slot 
was filled for every camp, and from our 
perspective, everything went very well. 
(Right: Beau and national Pastor Tiago) 

what has God done? 
Last week, we accepted the invitation to participate in a 
prayer meeting.  Several missionary families were in 
attendance at a city park. The missionary leading the 
meeting drew our attention to words from Psalm 66, 
which speaks of God’s awesome works and invites the 
reader to “come and see the works of God." He asked 
each family to reflect on what the Lord has already done.  
Beau recounted to the group that the last time we were at 
that very park, he had answered a phone call from a lady 
who had been attending our church for a few months 
with her husband.  On that phone call, she told him 
everything that was wrong with our church and wrong 
with him.  She had assured us, as soon as she was done 
saying her piece, we would never hear from her again, 
and promptly unfriended us on social media and made a 
grand exit from the church WhatsApp group.  Beau 
responded with kindness and regret over her frustrations, 
but we were discouraged at the outcome, nevertheless.  
We had invested a lot of time and prayer into this 
couple, which we now felt had come to nothing.  Fast 
forward a year.  Ana has come to know Christ.  She 
broke her silence with us after a few months and humbly 
returned for help.  She graciously accepted the Biblical 
truths that had gravely offended her in the beginning.  
She was baptized July 24.  There is now a sweet bond 
between us, where there was once offence and anger.  
Oh what a difference the gospel makes! Sometimes it  is 
readily embraced and other times it must be coupled 
with steadfastness, long-suffering and patience.  But, 
“He who has begun a 
good work in you 
will complete it until 
the day of Jesus 
Christ;” (Philippians 
1:6) What has God 
done?  This.  This is 
what He has done 
and is doing in the 
lives of individuals, 
one by one. 
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