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If you prayed over the three requests we
mentioned in our last letter, this letter will
update you on those subjects.

Welcome, baby…
Before leaving the U.S., Valerie had already
been in contact with her doctor here and had
appointments scheduled. She immediately
began seeing the doctor 2-3 times/week and
doing various tests to monitor a high risk
situation for the baby. Our hope was that she
would make it to 37 weeks and that the baby
would require no time in the nicu. God was so
gracious to grant those two requests. Healthy
baby boy, Landon Brooks, was born at 37
weeks on July 20 and never had to leave
Mom's side. Praise God!

He goes before us…
Immediately upon arrival, we began looking for
a place to live. In contrast to the last time we
were house-hunting, there was very little to
choose from. With a great deal of difficulty, we
set a time to see every apartment we found
available, even if we thought it might not meet

our needs; we saw four apartments. The first
three were definite no's, and the last one met
every item we had on our wish list. It was
obvious this was the apartment God had for us
which he has confirmed many times over by
the opportunities he has already provided. In
addition to the neighbors we have met in our
building, in the building next to ours, we met a
couple who commute to a Baptist church in
downtown Lisbon, and have hoped for a
church in their area. We are anxious to see
what God will do in the future.

Highlight of summer

This July was the 8th year our church has
participated with other BBFI missionaries to
put on a summer youth camp. Each year is
bigger than the last. This year was our largest
group to date with 61 campers and 15 adult
workers. Because Valerie was 9 months
pregnant, we weren't able to be as involved
as other years, but we were so encouraged
to see our nationals step up and lead in
areas we have lead before. We rejoice with
them that 13 kids gave their lives to Christ.
We are so grateful for this fruit, but
disappointed that the parents of these kids
don't allow them to be involved in our
churches throughout the year. God knows,
and He is the one who began the work in
their lives and "will perform it until the day of
Jesus Christ." (Phil 1:6)
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