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Merry Christmas 
 

I’m sure our 

Christmas season 

was busy like 

yours. We 

enjoyed our usual 

family traditions, 

multiple Christmas 

functions, plenty 

of festive food, 

and programs at 

school and at 

church.  Our 

Christmas service 

was wonderful 

with the highest 

attendance we have had this year.  We were so 

proud of Avery (age 7), 

who has been working hard 

to learn Portuguese.  She 

performed a lead role in our 

kids’ program at church 

and sang her first solo. 

 

Owen (age 3) still refuses to speak Portuguese 

and was a silent “Joseph” in the play.  His one job 

was to walk onto stage to “the stable” with Mary 

and baby Jesus, which he did not do.  He walked 

straight to the middle of the stage and stared at 

the audience like a deer in headlights for the 

remainder of the play.    We were happy 

enough with this performance since, during dress 

rehearsal he undressed the baby, threw the baby 

off-stage, took ornaments off the tree and threw 

THEM off-stage, and talked loudly during other 

kids’ lines.  Missionary kids… 

 

Paperwork… bleh 
 

Several days of our Christmas break were 

begrudgingly spent on government paperwork.  It 

is never an easy or pleasant task.   

 

We were exhausted and frazzled after a trip to 

downtown Lisbon that included a screaming 

baby in several hours of stopped traffic, difficulty 

finding parking, and an unsuccessful venture at 

the immigration office where we were denied 

Avery’s residence visa.  So… another day we 

dragged everyone onto 

the metro to avoid those 

calamities and afterward, 

celebrated a successful 

trip to the DMV with a 

Portuguese pastry from 

the café across the street.  

After our best efforts, we 

have 6 of 7 documents… 

does that sound similar to 

what you did on your 

Christmas vacation?     

 

Full steam ahead 
 

During the first half of 2017, we are covering the 

work of another missionary while they are on 

furlough.  This makes our time more committed 

than it has ever been during our missionary 

career, and our home has more children than 

ever before .   

 
(Landon – 5 months, Owen – 3 yrs, Avery – 7 yrs) 

 

We would certainly appreciate your prayers for 

encouragement, inspiration, stamina, and 

HEALTH.  We wish your church a wonderful start to 

the New Year and praise God we are able to 

serve the Lord together! 
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